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Different majors and music, same room
Summary: By coincidence, Mac Wilson '06 was  assigned the same Independence Hall room that his dad, Mark Wilson
'77, lived in thirty years before. 
(June 15, 2006)-Recent graduate Mac Wilson ’06 clearly remembers the day four years ago that he received his
freshman residential hall room assignment: “Uhh, Dad? What room did you live in again?” he asked his father, Mark
Wilson ’77. Mark remembers the day, too: “When I told him it was Indy 201, Mac just started laughing and showed me
his letter. He was assigned the same room.”
Music is another shared theme in the Wilsons’ UMM experiences—Mac playing music on UMM’s radio station, and
Mark playing music on a baritone. “My favorite place on campus is the KUMM studio,” shares Mac. “I became a part of
KUMM because I wanted to expand my own musical tastes, plus the idea of being on the radio seemed really cool. As
time progressed, I realized that this was a true passion of mine.”
Mark’s favorite place on campus is defined by music, too. “When I came to UMM, the Humanities Fine Arts building
was brand-new,” shares Mark. “I was in Concert Band for all four years, and would spend a lot of time in HFA. On the
lower level, there was an area with pillows that was right under a skylight. I spent a LOT of time there studying, reading,
thinking or…as you could guess…sleeping. That is the place I remember the most fondly.”
Both Wilsons received double majors at UMM. Mac graduated with majors in English and political science Mark with
majors in chemistry and biology. “I was never much of a science person,” states Mac. “I think this is especially funny
because my dad was such a science nerd. We both earned double majors, yet they were all in completely different
departments!”
Mac shares that his dad told a lot of great UMM stories when he was growing up. One of his favorites is the January
1975 blizzard when his father tried walking the short distance from Indy Hall to his on-campus apartment. Mark
remembers: “It was snowing so hard, and the wind was blowing so hard, it was a white out, and I didn’t think we would
make it. That blizzard lasted three days.”
Even though he’d heard the story many times, Mac couldn’t quite imagine a snowstorm that severe, until this past
winter. “One night this year, I was out walking during a snowstorm,” recalls Mac, “and I found myself walking that
exact path. If the lights had been off, I realized that it indeed would have been possible to get lost. The thought of my
dad walking in the same spot is mind-blowing.” 
From an alumnus perspective, and maybe a father’s, too, Mark reflects: “Life at Morris has changed in innumerable
ways, and yet it hasn’t changed one bit. It is a gathering of excited, sometimes naïve and scared kids who show up for
freshman orientation and who manage to somehow graduate four years later as (relatively) mature adults, who may not
have the faintest idea of what they will do, but who now have the tools to deal with whatever life can throw at them.
They have learned how to plan their time, how to deal with adversity, how to handle themselves as adults in a real and
grown-up world. This is the college experience. UMM is the part of our lives that defines us and unites us. I would not
exchange my time at UMM for anything.”  
The Wilsons—including sister Sophie and mother Julie—make their home in New Hope. Mac is traveling in Europe
after graduation before making plans for life after UMM. Mark is employed in a “temporary” job that has lasted for 28
years with Norstan, a communications company. Shares Mark: “My ‘career’ has had nothing to do with anything I
studied at UMM, but a lot to do with what I learned there.”
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Through personal and academic discovery, the University of Minnesota, Morris provides opportunities for students to grow
intellectually, engage in community, experience environmental stewardship and celebrate diversity. A renewable and sustainable
educational experience, Morris prepares graduates for careers, for advanced degrees, for lifelong learning, for work world flexibility
in the future, and for global citizenship. Learn more about Morris at morris.umn.edu or call 888-866-3382.
